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On a Train Heading South

On a Train Heading South was commissioned by ODC/San Francisco as a collaboration with choreographer 
Brenda Way and lighting/stage designer Alex Nichols.  It is a dance theatre work exploring media saturation 
and human inattention to the environment and climate change. The central character is Cassandra, and the 
piece is set in an iconic ballroom environment in which she struggles to gain the attention of the crowd of 
party-goers.  The set features an arc of twelve blocks of ice suspended over a silver floor - a double-edged 
vision of loveliness and self-absorption.  The ice blocks melt throughout the performance - an aural and visual 
component of the half hour piece.  On a Train Heading South is a cautionary tale about our own natures and 
the nature that sustains us. It was premiered in March 2005 as part of ODC’s 34th home season at the Yerba 
Buena Performing Arts Center in San Francisco, and toured the U.S. through 2006.  



°

¢

{
°¢

Concert Score

q = 55

q = 55

Jack Perla

On a Train Heading South

© 2005 by Jack Perla

Commissioned by ODC Dance San Francisco with the support of the National Endowment for the Arts

Clarinet in Bb

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass

Piano

Percussion

34

34

34

34

34

34
34

34

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
mp sost.

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œbJ œb œb œb j œJ œ œn œn j œ#J œ# œ œ# j œnJ œb œ œb j œnJ œ œ# œn j

OATHS  12/11/13

1



°

¢

{
°

¢

6

Cl.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Pno.

Perc.

Perc.

54

54
54
54
54

54
54

54
54

44

44
44
44
44

44
44

44
44

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑
mp

? ∑ ∑ ∑ Syn. Bass

mp

& bnb b

? ∑ ∑ ∑ & n # ?

? ∑ ∑ ∑ Sfx. Glacier

? ∑ ∑ ∑ Gong

wb œ

wb œ

œbJ œb œb œb j œn j œ œn œj
œb j œb œb œb j ‰ œœœœ#nnb œœœnb j

œœn ™™ œn œœœ##n œœJœœœ œ œ œœ œ œn

˙b
‰ œœœbbb œœœbb

j
œœ
œœ œœn# œ̇œ œn œ

Œ w

wb œ
OATHS  12/11/13

2



°

¢

{
°

¢

10

Cl.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Pno.

Perc.

Perc.

44

44
44
44
44

44
44

44
44

38

38
38
38
38

38
38

38
38

34

34
34
34
34

34
34

34
34

&
mp

∑ ∑ ∑

&
p

espress

p

B
p

∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

&
p

? ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑

wb œ ‰

‰ œj œ œb ™ œn j œn œn j œb œb œn œb œj ‰ œb œb ˙ ™ Œ œ# ™ œJ

‰ œb j œ œb ™ œj œ œn j œ œb j ˙ ™

-̇b ™ œ œ ™ ˙b ™

w œ ™ ˙ ™

œb‰ œœœœnnn#
j

œœœœ œœœœbbnb ™™™™ œœœn ™™™ œ œœœ##n œœœ œ œœœbnb œœœ ™™™
œbJ œb œb œb j œJ œ œn œn j œ#J œ# œ œ# j

˙b ™Œ ˙b ™ œ œ ™œ ™

w œ ™
w œ ™

OATHS  12/11/13

3



°

¢

{

15

Cl.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Pno.

24

24

24

24

24

24
24

34

34

34

34

34

34
34

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
cresc mf

espress 3

B ∑
cresc mf

espress

? ∑ ∑
cresc mf

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
mf? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

˙n ‰ œbJ ˙n œn ˙b ‰ œbJ œn œ ˙b
‰ œb œb œb

Œ œb œn ˙b ™ ˙n ‰ œbJ œb œ œb

œ# ˙# ˙ œb ‰ œbJ œb

œnJ œn œ œb j œnJ œ# œ# œj œbJ œn œb œb j œn œ œ œn œb
j œb œb j œ œb

˙b œœbb
OATHS  12/11/13

4



°

¢

{

20

Cl.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Pno.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
6

B

?

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

?

œœnn ™™ ≈ œn r œ œn œ œn œn œ œ ‰ œ#J œ# œJ ‰ œ œn œn œ œ œ œ ‰™ œr œ# œ# œ œ# œ# œ œ# œ

œ ™ œnJ œn œ œ# œ# œ œ# œ œn ™ œnJ œ œ œ# ™ œ# œ œ# œ œ ™

˙ ‰ œn j œ# ‰ œ# j œ œ ‰ œJ œ œ œ# ‰ œ# j œ#

œn j œn œj œ œ œJ œ# œ#J œ œ œn j œn œj œ œ œJ œ# œ# j œ œ#

˙̇ ™™ ˙̇## œœ ˙̇ ™™ ˙̇## œœ##
OATHS  12/11/13

5



°

¢

{

24

Cl.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

Pno.

54

54

54

54

54

54
54

& ∑ ∑ ∑

&
f

B Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
f

?
f

? ∑ ∑ ∑

&
f

?

œJ ≈ œR œn ™ œ œ œ# œn ™ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ ™ œ# œ# œ# œ œ# œ#

œb ™ œ ˙ œ- ™ ‰ œ# œ œ ™ œ# œ# œ# œ œ# œ#

œb œb œ œb œ œ œ œœ#n œœ#

œj œb œn j œ œb œJ œn œj œ œ œJ œ# œ# j œ œ#

˙̇bb ™™ ˙̇
˙b œœ

œb
˙̇
˙#n œœ

œ##
OATHS  12/11/13

6


